
Thank you so much to all of you for
continuing to support Highways and
Byways. Our 2024 Small Grants Program
Valuing Community Connections in an
Ancient Land has drawn great interest,
and we look forward to announcing our
successful applicants soon! Our longer-
term programs are also all thriving
through the strong leadership of Tani
Langoulant, Megan Brown and Todd
Dudley. Through these programs, we are
so glad to be able to continue the legacy
of the incredible Missionary Sisters of
Service, as we celebrate their 80th
anniversary this year! 

Seeds ofConnection

Megan facilitated the Women’s Earth and
Healing Retreat in December. The women
who attended (see image above) had the
opportunity to connect with each other,
and find healing through the sharing of
both their personal experiences and their
work experiences. 

Many of them work in support roles
helping Indigenous women with mental
health and wellbeing; an area in high
demand for Indigenous people due to
cultural intergenerational trauma. The
relationships formed through the retreat
will offer ongoing support for these
women, and it is through this kind of
community building that we see the great
outcomes of our Seeds of Connection
program.

Megan is currently planning another
Indigenous women’s gathering around
the Roma/Mitchell area for Seeds of
Connection, and is exploring
opportunities to create a program further
west. 
The map below gives a sense of the
distances Megan is traversing to make her
Indigenous Women’s Cultural and
Healing programs accessible to women in
remote South West Queensland. 

Together with the Missionary
Sisters of Service (MSS), we will be
hosting the 2024 Yarck to Yea
Walk, Ride, Run on Saturday 27
July. 

This is an annual event that aims
to raise funds for the small grants
and longer-term programs of
Highways and Byways. 
It’s a wonderful opportunity to
gather in a place of historical
significance to the MSS, whose
founder, Fr John Wallis, was born
in Yea and grew up just outside
this small country township in the
north east of Victoria. 

You can choose to walk, run or ride
the full 27km, or a shorter distance
of 9km or 5km. What’s most
important is the solidarity and
friendships formed and
strengthened between all those
who gather for this special event. 

More information will be posted
closer to the event on our website:
www.hb.org.au

Our longer-term programs are supported by
Mary Mackillop Today and the Foundation for
Rural and Regional Renewal. We thank them
for their support.
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FRIENDS GRATEFUL FOR A FEW
REGENERATION ‘MIRACLES’
LINVILLE ,  QUEENSLAND (WAKA WAKA COUNTRY)
C a r o l i t a  F u e n t e s  s a y s  l i t t l e  m i r a c l e s  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  h a v e  h e l p e d
a  s m a l l  b a n d  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  ( i m a g e  b e l o w )  r e g e n e r a t e  a  0 . 5
h e c t a r e  p a t c h  o f  G r e e n h i d e  R e s e r v e  F o r e s t ,  n e a r  L i n v i l l e  i n
s o u t h e a s t  Q u e e n s l a n d .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  h e a v y  r a i n s  h a v e
w a s h e d  i n v a s i v e  w e e d s  a w a y  a n d  c a t t l e  w h o  w a n d e r e d  i n ,  a t e
u n w a n t e d  w e e d s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  n e w l y - p l a n t e d  n a t i v e  t r e e s  a l o n e .

Friends of the Forest have spent the past five years
regenerating the critically endangered remnant of subtropical
rainforest through ongoing weed removal and planting. More
recently they were able to buy essential equipment for their
work with support from Highways and Byways.

Once power lines went through the area, the forest canopy was
opened and created a haven for invasive weeds, including
Lantana and tobacco plants, to grow and take over native
vegetation. Friends of the Forest, a group of about 12, are
vigilant about keeping these weeds away. They have planted
more than 300 native trees and shrubs at Greenhide Reserve
that now support native wildlife by creating a new area of
habitat and food. 
“A really important part of this works is that we have been able 

Free2b Girls

Free2b Girls is going from strength to strength as they enable
more local women to become facilitators and work with
Free2b Girls. Late last year, Tani took some of the Free2b Girls
to a local Council meeting, at which the Mayor invited the girls
to always speak up if they needed to, and put proposals in. One
of the youngest Free2b girls at 10 years old, Lily, did exactly
that! You can read her letter to the council here:
https://hb.org.au/lilys-letter
Lily organised an event for International Women’s Day in St
Helens because she believes it’s so important to “get the
community to listen to young people’s voices!” You can read
her story, printed in the local news, The Coastal Column here:
https://hb.org.au/coastal-column

This is such a great example of the way Free2b Girls is
supporting local girls and young women who otherwise are
disconnected from their local community!

Restoring Nature and Communities 

Todd’s team have started the year with some great
regeneration work on the Skyline Tier. They are continuing the
work they started last year; where they regenerated over 100
hectares of land that was previously covered in radiata pine
saplings and weeds.

Todd’s team has also been working to gather support to 

to mitigate further major erosion because the trees will help
stabilise the soil if there are future floods of the Brisbane River,”
Carolita said. Queensland Blue Gums were a popular choice for
planting because their deep roots provide stability, and their
leaves cater for the local koalas.

The group also work to encourage locals to join the regular
working bees and to develop a sense of care for the area. While
they have had mixed success at recruiting locals, their work led
to great partnerships with the Somerset Regional Council,
Traditional Custodians Jason Murphy (Jinibara) and Steve 
Marsh (Dungibara) and Conservation Volunteers Australia and 
caught the attention of several scientists. Native plant specialist
Dr Andrew Pengelly, soil restoration microbiologist Dr Sandra
Tuszynska and an invertebrate specialist Helen Schwencke,
have all visited the site and provided invaluable advice.
“We are very lucky that the work to regenerate and maintain
this special remnant of forest captured the attention of experts
who wanted to help us. They travelled many hours to get here
and we are grateful for all the help we get on this project,
especially from Highways and Byways,” Carolita said.

protect Skyline Tier from a change of plans by a logging
company, which now intends to plant 300 hectares of radiata
pine in previously harvested pine plantation areas that are
already showing strong signs of native forest regeneration. The
10-30 year-old natives that were retained when the last
plantation was harvested are now to be bulldozed by the
company, and the land sprayed to wipe out the understory.
More pines would then be planted and grown for 10-15 years,
before being cut down and transported 200km to burn in a
biomass power plant to generate "green" hydrogen. This is a
great example of organisations who inadvertently damage the
environment more than they help it, when they try to go
“green”. Todd has communicated to the company that it
would be far more ecologically beneficial to gain carbon
credits for doing native forest restoration on that same land,
than creating green hydrogen. He also reached out to the local
Break O’Day regional community, and on February 24th, 120
locals met to learn about what is planned, and how they can
voice their concerns. The unanimous consensus from the
meeting was strong support for ongoing native forest
restoration and opposition to planting any more pines as
articulated in the vision statement:

Healthy, fully restored coastal catchments, waterways and
wetlands supporting diverse wildlife and flora, scenic
beauty and local community wellbeing.
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KIM SERVES UP A TREAT
MUDGEE,  NSW (WIRADJURI  COUNTRY)
K i m  S p r i g g s  i s  w o r k i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  s u s t a i n  h e r  I n d i g e n o u s
c u l t u r e .  S h e  w a n t s  h e r  p e o p l e  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  a n d
s h e  w a n t s  n o n - I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  h e r  h i s t o r y
a n d  l e t  g o  o f  f e a r s  a n d  s u s p i c i o n s  a b o u t  A b o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e .
O n e  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  w a s  t h e  W a r r a b i n g a  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  E x p o  i n
M u d g e e  N S W  l a s t  y e a r .  I t  s h o w c a s e d  m a n y  a s p e c t s  o f
I n d i g e n o u s  c u l t u r e  a n d  l e f t  p e o p l e  w i t h  a  h u n g e r  f o r  m o r e ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b u s h  t u c k e r  K i m  s e r v e d .

The expo, run by the Warrabinga Native Title Claimants
Aboriginal Corporation with support from Highways and
Byways, brought different cultures together in a shared aim –
to understand more about Indigenous practices and history. 
“We want people to better understand who we are. Lots of
people just think Aboriginal organisations are about grabbing
land, but that’s not true. We want to protect the land for future
generations,” Kim said. “There are a lot of old cultural practices
that continue today.”

One practice that is still used is the cutting of a Coolamon
from a tree. Coolamons are used to hold babies and food and
in ceremonies. The Coolamon-making workshop, which was
one of the many events at the expo, was a sell-out. There was
also art, tool making, weaving, and possum skin cloak
workshops as well as language and dance demonstrations.
A focus of the expo was sustainable land management
practices that organisers hope will be adopted more broadly.
Kim’s cooking was a highlight of the event, and she had
trouble keeping up the kangaroo pies, emu sausage rolls and
crocodile dumplings to people who travelled from as far away
as Sydney to attend the expo.
The expo’s success has inspired the organisers to plan a

FOREST REVEALS ITS SECRETS
GRETA,  NSW (WONNARUA COUNTRY)
S t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  r i d g e  o f  t h e  H u n t e r  R i v e r  R e s e r v e ,  s u r r o u n d e d
b y  b e a u t i f u l  s p o t t e d  g u m s ,  w i t h  s a n d s t o n e  s t e p s  d o w n  t o  t h e
r i v e r  f l a t s ,  i t ’ s  h a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  y o u ’ r e  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  l a s t
r e m a i n i n g  s t r a n d s  o f  i n t a c t  n a t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  l o w e r
H u n t e r  R i v e r .  A n d  v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  t h e  H u n t e r  R e g i o n
L a n d c a r e  g r o u p ,  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  H i g h w a y s  a n d  B y w a y s ,  a r e
w o r k i n g  t o  e n s u r e  i t  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t  a n d  t h r i v e s .

The group is regenerating and maintaining the 9ha parcel of
Crown Land and are working hard to get the community
involved so they understand its environmental significance so
that the area can be enjoyed by future generations.
Stacy Mail, the local Landcare coordinator, said the area is ‘off
the beaten track’ and used mostly by dog walkers and locals.
Over the years it has been degraded and damaged by vehicles
and many invasive species of weeds that choke native
vegetation.

“We thought one of the important ways of preserving the area
was to engage locals and show them what a beautiful area we
have and offer insights into how it might be protected,” Stacy
said.
Two important awareness-raising events were a nocturnal
spotlighting tour (pictured right) and a bushtucker workshop.
A highlight for Stacy was the bushtucker workshop, run by a
local Indigenous person, which revealed an aspect of the
reserve that few people knew about. “We were shown how to
identify edible foods in this area as well as seeds and leaves
that could be used to make tea. There were about 30 people,
and most were surprised to learn about the usefulness of the

Cultural Sustainability Expo in Lithgow later this year. As well,
the group has been invited to run a similar program as part of
the Mudgee Field Day and locals are talking about the
possibility of a regular yarning circle in the town and having
the possum skin cloaks on display to create further awareness
of the area’s rich history.

Kim said the highlight of the day was seeing Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people (pictured below) enjoying the same
things together, “no one thinking they were more important
than the other”.

many local plants,” Stacy said.

Stacy said the awareness raising events, as well as inviting
locals to participate in a national tree-planting day, had led to
an increase in the number of volunteers at the Landcare
group’s monthly working bees.
“We want to make sure the area, that was neglected, becomes
more of a nature haven for locals and visitors alike.”
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Fiona Green will always carry with her the
profound image of a moment from the
Mparntwe/Alice Springs section of last
year’s Wellspring Care for Creation
Listening Pilgrimage. She was sitting
amongst a circle of people (see image
below). The circle of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous, young and old, gathered on
the sandy and dry Todd River under the
dappled shade of gum trees. To Fiona, it
symbolised much about the five-week
pilgrimage that was supported by
Highways and Byways.

“The circle was about being present and
listening. We learned from retreat leader
Celia Kemp and Arrerente woman
Shirleen McLaughlin of the harm and
abuse that happened in this place and of
the hope for the future. We were also
encouraged to wander and find a still,
listening place to hear what this land had
to teach us," Fiona said.

Celia said the week at Mparntwe/Alice
Springs “… felt like many golden threads
coming together and that something that
mattered happened. It was a wildly
diverse group and a wildly diverse range
of input and so it crossed many of the
fault lines of our time, but it held together,

@hb.org.au

highways-and-byways

highwaysandbywaysltd

@HighwaysByways1 

and it was live, it was catalytic and very
meaningful in so many ways.”

Mparntwe/Alice Springs was one step
along the way of the Pilgrimage, involving
the Iona and Wellspring Communities
that focused on listening to Indigenous
and Celtic voices. The pilgrimage began in
Western Australia and finished in
Queensland and involved more than 1,000
people at 29 events along the way.
Joy Connor, a co-leader of the Wellspring
Community, said different people
attended various parts of the pilgrimage,
but each had the same desire to listen to
the voices of Indigenous people and to
help care for creation. 
Along the way, there were yarning circles,
prayer gatherings, church services,
campfires, and shared meals. A Creation
Tree banner was developed with
participants writing words on fabric leaves
that described what creation meant for
them and how they were taking steps to
care for it. The leaves were sewn onto the
banner and reflections were written into
the roots and branches of the artwork. The
banner will be touring at events in
Australia in 2024. 

Toowoomba
We give great thanks to Clare Smith
who has stepped down as Chair of the
Toowoomba Branch of Highways and
Byways (and previously the John Wallis
Foundation). Clare has been a generous
and strong leader in guiding the Branch
in their incredible activities over many
years! 

Hobart 
Thank you also to Eva Dunn who has led
the Hobart Branch of Highways and
Byways (and previously the John Wallis
Foundation). As Chair, Eva led the
Branch in hosting many wonderful
events to keep the spirit of Fr John and
the Missionary Sisters of Service alive.
We are also very grateful to Liz Jordan
who has agreed to Chair the Hobart
Branch into the future – thank you Liz!

A gift in your Will is a simple way in
which you can support the legacy of the
Missionary Sisters of Service through the
work of Highways and Byways. 

You can make a bequest in various ways
including specifying an amount of
money or a percentage of your assets to
pass on to Highways and Byways. You
can consult with your solicitor when
preparing your Will, or Highways and
Byways is happy to assist you.

Please contact our office if you need
advice or are considering a bequest.

Highways and Byways is a national
charity established by the Missionary
Sisters of Service to support people and
communities experiencing
disadvantage and inequality across
Australia. 

We do this through our annual small
grants and longer-term programs. Our
programs are designed to strengthen
community relationships and networks,
develop local leadership, and empower
people to meet the challenges
confronting them. 

Highways and Byways is 
a registered charity with 
the Australian Charities 
and Not-For-Profits 
Commission. 

ABN: 87 622 436 551

MOMENTS OF YARNING
ALICE  SPRINGS,  NT  (ARRERNTE COUNTRY)

LEAVING A
BEQUEST TO
HIGHWAYS AND
BYWAYS

HIGHWAYS AND
BYWAYS
HEALING THE LAND -  HEALING
OURSELVES -  TOGETHER

NEWS FROM THE
BRANCHES

LET'S CONNECT
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Celebrating 80 years of the Missionary Sisters of Service
It is with great joy that we commemorate and celebrate the 80-year
anniversary of our foundation in 2024. Though we say this often, it does
bear repeating—we have so much to be thankful for, with much of that
gratitude extending to so many of you across our ancient land who’ve 

 

been part of this journey with us. We have been both formed and transformed by the land and the people 
we’ve encountered along the way. Though we officially recognise our foundation story from 8 July 1944, when 
the first four women came together to form a new community, our origins really stem back to 1932. 
In 1932, a young man of 23 years, originally from country Victoria was ordained a priest to the Hobart 
Archdiocese—Fr John Wallis. In 1933, he was sent on mission to the remote Bruny Island, off the southeast 
coast of Tasmania, to visit families, many of whom had not seen a priest for many months. While visiting the
Hawkins family, mother of four young children, Kit Hawkins asked Fr John: ‘Father, why can’t we have sisters
coming here like in the towns and cities? Doesn’t anyone care about us people in the bush?’ This question set
off a chain reaction of events in the life of Fr John, who set about creating a community of women 11 years
later, to do just that. This community of women would set out into the highways and byways of our vast land, 
visiting people who were often on the margins and forgotten. Over the years, we have worked in every state 
but Western Australia. And as our mission evolved and diversified, many of us moved to more urban areas. 
Recognising the changing nature and circumstances of our community of women, we established our mission 
entity, The John Wallis Foundation nearly 14 years ago, which is now known as Highways and Byways—
Healing the Land, Healing Ourselves, Together. We are so excited by the work of our Highways and Byways 
team, as they carry on our vision and mission of reaching out to those on the margins through their small
grants and program partnerships. Again, who would have thought 80 years ago, we’d be where we are today.
 

Today, we have 20 sisters living in Australia: one in Mackay, 
Queensland; five in Toowoomba, Queensland; eleven in 
Melbourne, Victoria; one in Port Pirie, South Australia; 
and two in Hobart, Tasmania. Throughout 2024, we will be
celebrating this momentous milestone in our various locations.
In Melbourne, we officially kick started the anniversary 
celebrations with the launch of Corrie van den Bosch MSS’s 
new book, Graced Beyond Telling in mid-February (Corrie will
host another book launch in Hobart, Tasmania on Saturday 
13 April at St Francis Xavier Church hall, South Hobart, at 
2.30pm). Also in Melbourne, we’ll celebrate the anniversary on 
Sunday 7 July at the 10.30am Eucharist at St Thomas the Apostle
Parish in Blackburn followed by lunch in the school hall. 
In Toowoomba, the anniversary will be celebrated on 14 July
at St Anthony’s Church, at the 2pm Eucharist, followed by afternoon tea. In Hobart, we’ll mark the anniversary 
at the 11am Eucharist at St Francis Xavier’s Church, South Hobart, followed by lunch in the hall. We also look 
forward to our Bruny Island, Tasmania pilgrimage, set for November 2024. For more information about all our 
MSS 80-year anniversary events, refer to our website – www.missionarysisters.org.au – in the News section. 
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The University of Divinity recently hosted a historic four-day journey
at the’Raising Our Tribal Voice for Justice: An Indigenous Theological
Revolution’conference. Congregational leader, Stancea Vichie 
MSS, Bernadette Wallis MSS and Geraldine Vytilingam, the recipient 
of the 2023-2024 Fr John Wallis Scholarship attended.

Held on the lands of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people of the Kulin 
Nation, this event brought Indigenous Church leaders and theologians 
together on a national platform, where they delved into the 
Indigenous theological perspective of spirituality, colonisation, justice
repatriation, and ecology. The role of Australia’s Churches was also 
examined. ‘This was a deeply profound experience,’ said Bernadette 
Wallis. 

At the age of 84, I find myself reflecting on an exciting and satisfying life’s journey.As our local sisters in
Toowoomba age, I appreciate the bonds formed through a lifetime of pursuing a common vision.From our many
years travelling to remote places, we share memories of challenging roads, interesting characters we met,
frightening experiences and happy encounters.When I heard of the recent circumnavigating of Tasman Island,
I recalled the journeys I made there and our colourful description of accessing the lighthouse families on top. 
I was with different sisters on each trip, and we were all 
terrified, but accepted the challenge. The lighthouse 
keepers on this island would have possibly been the most 
remote in Australia.Tasman Island is 980 feet high and was 
the highest operating lighthouse in Australia, manned by 
three families until 1977 when it was automated.

Reaching the island meant taking a ride on a fishing boat 
delivering supplies.Accessing the lighthouse was another 
matter!Given the wild weather, it was never possible to 
use helicopter.The ocean was too rough to have a jetty for 
boats.Access was by way of a flying fox basket 
hanging from a cable linking a rock in the sea to a landing 
(90 feet up the cliff!)We jumped from the fishing boat into 
a dinghy, then into the flying fox.On arriving at the 90-foot 
landing, we were told to lie side-by-side flat on a trolley 
that was drawn by a cable up to the top.We had no safety 
belts and began the trip horizontally.Soon we were vertical 
as the trolley climbed the cliff face, 900 feet to the top. It 
was a spectacular view, but we were terrified!And 
committed! 
That same pioneering spirit in our sisters when visiting 
Tasman Island, drove our missionary work throughout 
Australia.We were brave and resilient women (as were the 
families and their children who lived on top of Tasman 
Island!)
Now in our final years, we all still have that common spirit 
and history together. I am full of gratitude for such a life.

The December 1967 edition of Highways and Byways, 
where Pat Quinn MSS (then known as Sr Margaret Mary) 

tells the full Tasman Island mission story.
Photo courtesy Bernadette Wallis. 

Profound Experience at Historic Indigenous
Theological Conference

Tasman Island – a special place for the MSS. Pat Quinn MSS shares some reflections

Stancea Vichie MSS and Geraldine Vytilingam.
Photo courtesy Chris Kapa, University of
Divinity, School of Indigenous Studies.



Stay up to date with MSS news
and contact details
For more information and news about
the Missionary Sisters of Service, we
encourage you to visit our website:
www.missionarysisters.org.au 
particularly the News section (follow the 
tabs at the top of the website)
For any enquiries, email: 
coordinator@missionarysisters.org.au 

What a great privilege and joy it was, to recently travel with
Bernadette Wallis MSS, and Julia Walsh, Assistant Archivist for the
MSS, on a trip to the iconic Tasman Island. Bernadette had suitably 
prepped us on the drive to the Tasman Peninsula by playing a 
recording of Pat Quinn MSS’s recounting of that initial journey. 

Embarking from Eaglehawk Neck with Pennicott Wilderness 
Journeys, a truly appropriate name, our approach to the island 
was southward along the coast. We were captivated by the rugged 
sea cliffs and caves, and the variety of bird life, seals and 
seaweeds. Meanwhile, the movement of both the water and the 
boat was a small physical reminder, albeit a very comfortable one 
comparatively, of just the start of that epic journey that our brave 
sisters had experienced many years before.
As we rounded the final headland to our destination, there before 
us was the towering, imposing, majestic, and as we drew nearer, 
very intimidating Tasman Island. As we approached ever closer, 
the small rock island, about the size of a quarter tennis court, 
where the base of the flying fox had been anchored, became 
apparent. We could still see evidence of that now removed 
structure. As we passed through the passage between the rocks 
and the landing on the island, I was able to truly appreciate the 
precariousness of the situation described by Pat, of the bobbing 
dinghy, the swinging basket and their no doubt ungainly, 
uncomfortable and scary scramble to get safely into the basket. 
What courageous women they were to follow through, seeing the 
actual reality of what they had to endure to get to the top.

We continued out into the main waterway between the island and 
the mainland and then turned back, this time approaching the 
island from the northwest. From this direction the haulage, with 
its acute angle and starkness became very apparent. Again, trying 
to experience the sisters’ journey to the top through Pat’s eyes, 
gave me that queasy, pit-of-the-stomach sensation. The physical 
and mental struggle of the situation they were in on the trolley, of 
standing up/lying down, on hard boards, at a 45° angle, with no 
restraint, nothing to hang on to, totally exposed and only a narrow 
footboard for support, is hard for me to get my head around. Then 
to learn when they reached the top, that the trolley had been 
known to come off the rails… and they still had to make the return 
journey! Words fail me to imagine the myriad of thoughts that 
must have been going through their heads at that point, yet they 
calmly went about their task of visiting with the Ruston family.

In this instance, their efforts to fulfil their ministry, were definitely 
over and above – no pun intended. But, as an outsider looking in, I 
have learnt that giving all is part of the charism of the MSS. Thank 
you ladies. You have enriched beyond measure, the lives of so 
many.

MSS Archiving Volunteer, Mary Williams,
reflects on a recent visit to Tasman Island

Julia Walsh and Mary Williams. 
Photo courtesy Bernadette Wallis MSS.

The landing from which the trolley 
travelled to the top of Tasman Island.

Photo courtesy Mary Williams.
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Corrie van den Bosch MSS launches new book,
Graced Beyond Telling – A Soul’s Dark Journey
In a spirit of great joy and anticipation, Corrie van den Bosch
MSS (pictured right) launched her new book,Graced Beyond
Telling – A Soul’s Dark Journeyin Melbourne on 15 February 
2024. More than 100 guests attended the launch at St Thomas 
the Apostle school and parish hall in Blackburn, which 
included many of the Melbourne-based MSS, friends from the 
Victorian Bushwalking Club, her many prayer and reading 
group friends, former work colleagues, members of the MSS 
Stewardship Council and members of her family, to name a 
few!

Prof Gabrielle McMullen AM (below right) officially launched 
the book, providing some key reflections on Corrie’s insightful, 
raw and moving writing. Taking to the podium, Corrie then 
shared with those gathered something of what writing this 
book had done for her, of how she came to take up journal 
writing which she says, ‘has been such a powerful means of 
coming to understand my inner life.’ She also spoke of the 
presence of God, working unrecognised through the 
messiness and brokenness of her life. It is a story that many 
readers have since shared with Corrie, resonates with them.
‘Only in retrospect did I begin to recognise it. And now, 
reading those journals years later, I kept being astonished at 
how clearly God was present and working,’ Corrie reflects.
When Corrie concluded, several questions were asked from 
among those gathered, which gave Corrie the chance to share 
reflections on the changes happening in our times, and how 
these affect the way we think of God and our role in the 
Church and world. The evening concluded with a blessing by 
Corrie, and refreshments for those gathered.Read more and 
see more photos on the MSS website: 
www.missionarysisters.org.au/news 

Clockwise from top left: Corrie enjoys
a selfie with book fans and friends;
Over 100 people attended the book
launch; Corrie greets a friend in the
audience; Liz McAloon, former
executive director of The John Wallis
Foundation/ Highways and Byways
and Sr Veronica Hoey SGS.
Photos courtesy Fiona Basile.
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