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INTRODUCTION

It is a delight to see the Highways and Byways 2021 Small Grants Program reaching

the grass roots, those parts of Australian society that generally do not participate in

Government funding programs, and to reach those groups of people for which a

relatively small amount of money can enable the implementation of ideas focused on

the local environment and can generate large amounts of volunteer endeavour.

This year, 43 grants, totaling $85,271, are spread across the country, overwhelmingly in

smaller rural and regional locations, leveraging much more by way of inputs, and

promising even greater benefits. 

Addressing ‘the cry of the earth, and the cry of the poor’ is a theme that can be seen

running through the program.

The cry of the earth can be heard in the river system racked by drought, the over-

grazed lands where native fauna has long been absent, and the fire-affected

environments around the country. The built environment, too, is heard, in burnt-out

cemeteries, and cultural centres that sit in barren settings. 

The cry of the poor can be heard in the indigenous communities and organisations

working to induct the next generation in culture and country, in regional communities

reeling from drought and bushfires, and in the tragedy of indigenous insights into fire,

food and living still unheard by communities that are crying out for such input.

The responses that are supported by these grants focus on both the human and the

natural environments, recognising the integration of the too, and the necessity to

respond to both in order to promote human flourishing in an integrated ecology. 

They support projects that are innovative, smart and inherently local, while at the

same time opening a window to more general issues. 

Congratulations Highways and Byways!

Denis Fitzgerald

Patron, Highways and Byways - A Community of Service

FROM HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS 

PATRON DENIS FITZGERALD 
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2. Murrigal Community Nursery
Brettacorp Inc
Murrigal, QLD
$3,000 

The Cassowary Coast region of northern Queensland features world heritage rainforests and fertile flood plains, but also significant banana

growing and sugar cane districts. As a result, there has been a reduction in habitat for native wildlife, including the endangered cassowary.

Brettacorp Inc is actively reforesting degraded land in the region, planting 40,000 trees over the last five years, but often has trouble

sourcing enough native seedlings to support its work. 

Through this initiative, Brettacorp will build a community native tree nursery in Murrigal to grow native seedlings for use in its rehabilitation

work. It also plans to hold weekly volunteer days at the nursery. Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute towards the cost of a

new shade house and an irrigation system. 

1. Stanthorpe Eco Expo 2021
Granite Borders Landcare Committee
Stanthorpe, QLD
$2,000 

The Stanthorpe Eco Expo will focus on environmental and human health and wellbeing. After a long period of drought, the Expo aims to

build knowledge and skills in the community to encourage living more sustainable lifestyles. Stall holders will showcase environmental

sustainability practices including renewable energy, permaculture, building soil health and waste reduction. 

Local producers will also exhibit and sell their produce and products, and food vendors will provide organic food and beverages. The event

will be plastic bag free. The Expo is scheduled for 25 September 2021. Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute towards the cost

of guest speakers and insurance.

3. Healing Annan/Endeavour Catchment's Community & Capacity Building 
Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Incorporated 
Cooktown, QLD
$2,500 

Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Incorporated will provide land managers, traditional owner groups and the public with informal on

the ground training to reduce the prevalence of high priority weeds across the Cape York region. 

The project aims to enhance community knowledge, capability and skills which are not readily available in the region. This, together with

property pest and weed management planning, will provide the foundations for long term weed and pest control for reduced economic

and environmental impact. Funding from Highways and Byways will be used for travel, materials and equipment.

QUEENSLAND
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4. Archer Point Restoration
Yuku Baja Muliku Indigenous Ranger Group
Cooktown, QLD
$1,500 

Yuku Baja Muliku Indigenous Ranger Group will rehabilitate coastal vegetation communities at Archer Point. Archer Point is a highly scenic

coastal zone and a popular recreation area, but misuse and neglect has resulted in damage to the ecosystem. 

Strategic planting will restore the vegetation to a semblance of its original state, protect the coastal environment from erosion, assist the

persistence of indigenous wildlife, enhance the cultural landscapes and provide for a sustainable nature based, minimal impact visitor

experience. Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to purchase plants. 



5. Greening the Hall
Granite Belt Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Corp
Ballandean, QLD
$2,000 

Granite Belt Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporation will beautify the streetscape of the community hall in Ballandean in the

Southern Downs region of Queensland. The Corporation, which occupies the Hall, will work with both indigenous and non-indigenous

members of the community to install planter boxes and erect green walls on sides of the building. The project will provide an aesthetic

enhancement for the town and foster civic pride and accomplishment in a community that has been affected by drought, bushfire and

the Covid-19 pandemic. Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to purchase plants, watering devices and green wall

infrastructure.  

7. The Kangaroo Tail
Creative Regions
Woodgate Beach, QLD 
$2,500 

Creative Regions will partner with Taribelang Cultural Aboriginal Corporation to run workshops at Woodgate Beach to encourage an

exchange of knowledge on the role of cultural burning in maintaining the health of the land. Participants will create a short digital

animation reflecting their acknowledgement of the privilege and responsibility of living in a community set amidst a National Park. These

works will become part of a 'Kangaroo' story trail during the Woodgate Arts in Spring event on the Queen’s Birthday weekend in October

2021. Woodgate Beach was twice affected by bushfire in 2019, the more severe cutting off access to the town, separating families and

decimating and maiming of wildlife. 

The project aims to facilitate community healing and closure by bringing people together for a creative endeavour that encourages them

to share their lived experiences, create new bonds, obtain new knowledge, and alleviate anxieties. Funding from Highways and Byways

will cover speaker fees, signage, travel and digital animation costs.
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6. Healing Country  
Wanyurr-Majay Aboriginal Corporation
Babinda, QLD
$2,123 

Wanyurr-Majay Aboriginal Corporation and Mulgrave Landcare and Catchment Group will restore vegetation on a privately owned

property in Traditional Wanyurr-Majay Country. Native endemic trees will be planted along a degraded watercourse to strengthen species

diversity, wildlife corridors and improve water quality. 

The initiative brings elders and land custodians together to share ecological knowledge and build capacity. It will also provide Wanyurr-

Majay Aboriginal Corporation with the opportunity to work on country. Such opportunities are few, given that much of the Traditional

Estate is now private tenure. Funding from Highways and Byways will cover the purchase of trees, protective equipment, fertilisers and

spray tanks.

8. Connecting to Country with Cultural Burning  
Warwick Development Group Inc
Warwick and Stanthorpe, QLD
$2,300 

Warwick Development Group Inc will engage Marcia Brooks, an indigenous ranger known as Aunty Kali, to run workshops for children in

Warwick and Stanthorpe on indigenous land management practices, such as cultural burning, and customs, including food and dance.

This is a region affected by the 2019/2020 bushfires. Aboriginal land management approaches, including burning, can benefit long term

land and ecological health. However, this is a region where many Aboriginal people are disadvantaged. Aboriginal children are often not

served well by their education, which fails to enhance their self-esteem as Aboriginal people, and many are disconnected from the land,

having been raised in urban environments.

Connecting to country is a practical way in which the community can value Aboriginal people and their cultures, and a way in which

Aboriginal people can develop pride in who they are. Aunty Kali’s demonstration of the role of an indigenous ranger is an opportunity to

increase children’s understanding of caring for country. Highways and Byways will fund facilitator costs, transport, accommodation and

meals. 



9. On-farm Cultural Burning for Regenerative Land Management & Education
Macintyre Ag Alliance
Goondiwindi, QLD
$2,500 

Macintyre Ag Alliance will engage landholders, community groups, Goondiwindi Regional Council and Inglewood Indigenous Rangers to

implement a demonstration cultural burn. The current seven-year drought, coupled with the COVID-19 pandemic, has placed an

enormous strain on this region, impacting local producers economically as well as greatly damaging local farms and landscapes. These

stresses have led many local farmers to seek more sustainable and regenerative farming strategies to enhance the resilience of their land

and their businesses, as well as their own wellbeing. 

This event will provide practical knowledge on the benefits of cultural burning as a practice that regenerates and heals the land,

ecosystems and people. Producers will also benefit from much needed social interaction. The project will take place on local property

‘Murrisk’. Immediate learnings from the burn will be documented and shared through Macintyre Ag Alliance networks. A 12-month post-

burn review will also be completed. Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute towards the cost of engaging the rangers to

manage the burn.
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NEW SOUTH WALES
10. Glenhope Tree Planting Week
Nari Nari Tribal Council (NNTC)
Hay, NSW
$2,100 

Following a lengthy period of drought across the Hay Plains and most of NSW, this project will involve the planting of over 500 trees and

shrubs to rehabilitate the land. NNTC will partner with the Hay Local Aboriginal Land Council to undertake a tree planting week to

extend an environmental corridor (of approximately 1 hectare) across Stanhope Station in Hay NSW. This will create a lasting habitat for

native animals, stabilise the earth and reduce erosion, and promote natural re-vegetation. Funding from Highways and Byways will be

used to purchase plants, fuel and catering. 

11. Maintaining Access Paths for Bush Regeneration Volunteers at Susan Island
Susan and Elizabeth Islands Recreation Land Manager
Grafton, NSW
$2,970 

Susan Island is a Crown land reserve of 76 hectares in the Clarence River at Grafton. The island has a history of recreation use by the wider

Grafton community, and is culturally significant to Aboriginal women. The island is experiencing environmental distress because of past

grazing. While home to some impressive forest remnants, it is also vulnerable to a range of problematic weeds that are continually

encroaching on mature and regenerating forest and obstructing access to many areas. Weed control is undertaken by the volunteer

members of Friends of Susan and Elizabeth Island. However, tracks on the island require annual maintenance to provide safe access for

these workers.  Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to engage a contractor to transport a slasher/tractor to the Island for 1.5

days for the purpose of maintaining tracks on the island. 



12. Dung Beetle Education
Buckwaroon Landcare Group Inc
Cobar, NSW
$2,000 

Buckwaroon Landcare Group will provide an educational workshop to equip

farmers with knowledge on the use of dung beetles to improve their agricultural

outcomes.  Land in this region has been historically depleted by unsustainable

farming practices. 

The use of dung beetles can provide a range of benefits to farmers, enabling them

to sequester carbon in the soil to reduce emissions, improve soil health in grazing

systems, reduce the spread of diseases and insect pests, including flies and

parasites, increase pasture health and productivity, and reduce nutrient run-off

into waterways.  Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to engage a

guest speaker and provide event catering. 

13. Coonamble Community Garden  
Coonamble Local Aboriginal Land Council 
Coonamble, NSW 
$1,900 

This project will enable the Coonamble Local Aboriginal Land Council to extend

its Community Garden to include a range of native plants, fruit and vegetables.

Often the cost of fruit and vegetables in town is high, and quality is not always

fresh. Once the garden is fully operational, produce will be available to the

community at reasonable prices and made available to those in need. 

There is also the potential for the use of the garden as a hands-on learning

opportunity by schools and TAFE. Funding from Highways and Byways will be

used to purchase additional soil, sleepers and materials to enhance the garden

beds.

14. Healing our Country, Connecting Ourselves
Connective Indigenous Corporation
Dubbo, NSW 
$2,350 

Connective Indigenous Corporation, in partnership with a local Dubbo-based

Aboriginal Men’s group and local Indigenous Performance Collective, will host a

community event on the banks of the Macquarie River, in Dubbo, on a weekend

at a date to be confirmed. With the theme of ‘healing of our land, our earth, our

ecosystems and our people’, the event is intended as a positive activity for the

whole community following the drought and fires of 2020. It will feature a range

of interactive and information sharing workshop sessions plus entertainment. 

Indigenous cuisine, such as slow cooker kangaroo dishes, will be offered.

Highways and Byways funding will be used for facilitator costs, transport,

workshop materials and catering.
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15. Mole River, What is in Our River?
Granite Borders Landcare Committee Incorporated 
Mingoola, NSW
$2,250 

The long-term drought and bushfires have had implications for the environment and waterways around Mingoola. The Mole River is an

important watercourse that provides water for industry, domestic and recreational use, yet little is known about what lives within it or its

riparian zone. 

Ecologists will complete fauna and aquatic surveys to provide baseline data that can be used to monitor and manage the health of the

river environment longer term. Results will be presented at a community information evening with talks from the ecologists and a local

indigenous elder, and a spotlighting walk. The event will provide an opportunity for people to learn about the environment in which they

live, and the history of the river and its importance to traditional landowners. Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute to the

ecologists, event promotion and catering. 



16. Bourke Carp Muster
Western Landcare NSW
Bourke, NSW 
$3,000

Western Landcare and the Bourke Fishing Club will hold a one-day community event to fish invasive fish (carp) out of the Darling River at

Bourke. The Darling River is one of Australia's longest rivers and is a principal river of the Murray Darling basin. Carp are detrimental to

overall river ecosystem, and impact the natural habitat of native fish. Bourke is situated in central northern NSW and has sustained

enduring drought. Opportunities for socialisation can be limited in the region. 

This event will bring the community together, promote social connectivity and boost morale while simultaneously raising awareness of the

importance of environmental and river health. Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute to bait, skip and tip fees, a guest speaker

and catering.  

17. Wholistic Land Management Expo on Country
Hay Plains Landcare
Hay, NSW 
$500

The Wholistic Land Management Expo on Country is an initiative of Hay Plains Landcare, Nari Nari Tribal Council, Hay Aboriginal Land

Council, ReBoot Hay and Murrumbidgee Landcare.  It will provide landholders and community members with an understanding of

wholistic Aboriginal land management practices, and will teach the importance of bush regeneration, environmental and water

conservation and preserving cultural heritage. 

It will also offer an understanding of how one’s actions can have a dramatic impact on preserving the environment, increasing natural

habitats and ecosystems, and reducing the impacts of climate change. The event will be held during NAIDOC Week between 4-11 July 2021

on country at Gayini to showcase practices and outcomes in situ. Highways and Byways funding will contribute towards the cost of guest

speakers. 

18. Porcupine Walking Trail Cultural Walk 
Red Chief Aboriginal Land Council
Gunnedah, NSW 
$2,400 

Red Chief Aboriginal Land Council will install interpretive signage along the Mt Porcupine Trail to highlight the cultural, spiritual and

historical significance of local indigenous sites, and the Bush Tucker and healing properties of various plants and wildlife. The aim is to share

the stories and educate visitors to the region on the survival, rehabilitation and resilience of the local Gamilaroi people of the Kamilaroi

Nation, in turn bridging the gap between the Aboriginal and wider communities. 

The trail attracts around 18,000 visitors each year. Signage locations will be established in partnership with community Elders and local land

services teams. There is long-term potential to engage volunteer Aboriginal tour guides for guided tours along the track to provide hands on

stories of the land and its history. Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute towards the cost of signage.
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19. Greener Gardeners
Scone Garden Club
Scone, NSW
$2,000 

Scone Garden Club will work with Upper Hunter Shire Council to plant trees and provide nesting boxes for wildlife in public parks and

recreation areas in Scone, NSW. The project will beautify and enhance public spaces and encourage the return of wildlife to the locality

following the long period of drought. There will be a specific focus on the southern boundary of the Bill Rose Sports Complex, which is a

popular walking path and easily accessible to the public. New plantings will extend a line of natives and enable nesting boxes to be erected

within existing trees.

Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to purchase a variety of native trees and a variety of different nesting boxes for different

specifies of wildlife.  Nesting boxes will be constructed by the Denman Men’s Shed, which has previously made boxes for Landcare groups

and mine rehabilitation projects.  



21. 3 Sisters Regeneration Project
Ashford Local Aboriginal Land Council
Ashford, NSW
$2,250

Ashford Local Aboriginal Land Council will rehabilitate 120 hectares of degraded land

to restore it to its natural heavily wooded condition. The land, known as the‘3 sisters’, is

a conservation area that has been ravaged by the effects of many years of drought.

The project includes weed eradication, fencing, replanting of native threatened plant

and tree species and installation of a tank and animal watering stations. A flora and

fauna study and a Cultural Heritage Survey will provide knowledge for the long term

management of the land.  The project will be undertaken by the local Aboriginal

community who will gain skills and experience in land management, leadership and

environmental and cultural awareness. Funding from Highways and Byways will assist

in the removal of noxious weeds. 

20. Aboriginal Awareness Program
Gundagai Preschool Kindergarten Inc
Gundagai, NSW 
$2,500 

Gundagai Preschool Kindergarten Inc will implement an Aboriginal Awareness Program. Indigenous persons from the Office of

Environment and Heritage - National Parks will deliver a weekly program over two terms, providing instruction in Aboriginal perspectives,

philosophies and customs, and caring for country.  The program will provide hands on experiences for the children, including fibre work,

bush toys, boomerang painting. boomerang/spear throwing, music, bush tucker, language and storing telling. By focusing on local

traditional knowledge, students and their families, along with the educators and broader community can connect, firsthand, with the

Country/place around them, and build a personal sense of responsibility for respecting and caring for the Land.  Funding from Highways

and Byways will fund the two rangers and cover travel costs. 
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22. Citizen Science is a Snap at Panboola Wetlands
Pambula Wetlands and Heritage Project Inc
Pambula, NSW
$2,125

The Panboola Wetlands is an 82-hectare area of floodplain near Pambula on the NSW

south coast. The site is being rehabilitated for nature conservation and for community

education and passive enjoyment. This project involves the installation of 4 Fluker

posts at revegetation project sites across the Wetlands. Signage attached to the posts

will prompt visitors to use a mobile phone app to capture a photo of the given scene.

Chronologically arranged, same-location imagery will facilitate long term monitoring

of environmental changes across the Wetlands, including the success or otherwise of

revegetation efforts, and the impacts of flooding, erosion, weeds and disease. The

posts will also engage the community in the long-term management and

conservation of the site, empowering them to feel a sense of ownership and

involvement in environmental restoration and preservation efforts. Funding from

Highways and Byways will cover the cost of purchasing and installing the Fluker posts.

23. In Our Hands
Byron Youth Service Inc
Byron Bay, NSW
$1,550 

Byron Youth Services will implement a youth focused initiative to promote the

healing and regeneration of rainforest and koala habitat. Young people in regional

northern NSW have experienced a range of challenges in recent years.  In 2019, the

region was impacted by drought and bushfires. This was followed by floods in 2020

and the Covid-19 pandemic. This project aims to address a myriad of issues arising

from these lived experiences and provide a means support through education,

engagement and action. An open-air screening of the documentary ‘Taking Root’ will

gather the community together to enrich their knowledge of environmental issues.

This will be followed by a day where local youth will plant 100 trees as part of the East

Coast Koalas Highway. These events will take place during Australian Environment

Week in October 2021. Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to subsidise

the cost of transportation, an event technician and trees.



26. Sunset Strip Country Repair – Climate Change Adaption and Mitigation - Cultural Heritage
Training Day
Sunset Strip Progress Association Inc
Sunset Strip, NSW 
$3,000 

Sunset Strip Progress Association Inc, in partnership Menindee Local Aboriginal Land Council and Barkandji Prescribed Body Corporate, will

deliver a targeted environmental intervention at Lake Menindee Reserve in western NSW. The six-year drought and the Murray Darling

Basin Authority draining of the Lakes has resulted in a critical deterioration of the natural landscape, and significant wind erosion has

uncovered Aboriginal cultural heritage items. 

The project has several aspects, including: 1) cultural heritage training for Bakandji trainee indigenous rangers, with opportunities for post

project employment in ranger or liaison officer positions across the region; 2) the removal of exposed Aboriginal heritage ovens and

middens, and traditional burying of these items; and 3) on the ground works to rehabilitate the Lake Menindee Reserve conservation area

involving 1200 plantings and dripline connections. Funding from Highways and Byways will provide catering for the cultural training day

and on the ground materials.
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24. Healing Gallarinbaraay Land – Healing Collarenebri People – Together
Colly Gamilaraay Indigenous Corporation 
Collarenebri, NSW 
$2,300

Colly Gamilaraay Indigenous Corporation will deliver a cultural land, environment and heritage management initiative that brings together

traditional and contemporary land management knowledge and exchange skills to support the long-term conservation of the local

environment and culturally significant sites. 

The multifaceted project involves: 1) Tree planting around the local sports oval to provide shade and protection for spectators; 2) Clean up

days for weed control at the Aboriginal Cemetery and Barwon River; and 3) Mapping of the Barwon River to identify and document areas

and items of environmental and cultural significance, and production of a digital database that records the collection; 4) Community

information sessions to share knowledge on caring for country and cultural fire management, and to promote awareness of significant

environmental sites. Highways and Byways will fund trees, transportation, and fuel. 

25. Outback Oasis
Koonenberry Natural Resource Management Inc
Packsaddle, Unincorporated area, Western NSW
$3,000

This project will provide seedlings to enable 20 pastoralists in the unincorporated zones of far western NSW to re-establish the natural

environment around their homesteads. The impacts of persistent drought over the past four years have been emotionally, physically and

financially crushing for the businesses in this region. Many long-established trees and shrubs died as they were starved of water, but with

the return of water to the region, there is an opportunity to replant to provide shade and shelter for the wellbeing of occupants, employees

and native fauna. 

All new plantings will occur within reach of a water supply, which will be especially important for initial establishment. Funding from

Highways and Byways will be used to purchase over 700 new tube stock. There will be an emphasis on using drought tolerant natives, and

bird attracting shrubs/trees, including Gums, Saltbushes, Wattles and Currajongs. 

27. McAuley Catholic Central School
Contemplative Garden Space
Tumut, NSW
$2,500 

McAuley Catholic Central School in Tumut will establish a contemplative garden in the grounds of the parish house to provide a place of

peace and reflection for local people and parishioners, and a place which promotes healing through nature and contemplation. It will also

be used by teachers and students as a space for meditation and reflective practices. Garden users will be encouraged to share their

experience through journaling, artwork, and other media. A social media presence will also assist in sustaining the experience for others.

The Tumut community has endured great sadness and loss over the past few years, and drought, fire, smoke and Covid-19 have significantly

impacted its places and spaces. Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute towards the costs of landscape supplies, equipment

hire and plants. 



28. Bush Tucker Garden
The Davis Farm Inc
Sancrox, NSW 
$1,500 

The Davis Farm Inc will work with its local Indigenous Land Council to construct a Bush Tucker Garden, yarning space, campfire, and

ceremonial dance space for use by visitors to the property. The Farm will contract young local indigenous people to plan, design and

construct the garden, and work hand in hand with their Elders to create a garden that showcases Bush Tucker endemic to the region. It

will serve as an educational tool for visitors, illustrating the usefulness and productivity that can be found within native flora. 

On completion, volunteers of any demographic will be welcomed to work on the farm to learn more about indigenous culture,

environmental sustainability and permaculture. It is also anticipated that the facilities will offer a venue for indigenous youth to come

together for various cultural practices. Longer term, the farm will employ a local indigenous person to offer workshops from the space,

such as art, bush tucker use, bush medicine and traditional story telling. Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to purchase

trees, shrubs, grasses and native herbs.

29. 18 Months On: Nelligen Cultural Fire Management Project: Healing the Land,
Caring for Community
Nelligen Rural Fire Service & Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council
Nelligen, NSW 
$3,000 

A project to showcase the complementary fire management practices of the Nelligen Rural Fire Service (RFS) and the Batemans Bay

Local Area Land Council Indigenous rangers. A community workshop will provide education on the RFS and indigenous fire

management practices, water supply programs and other support services available to the community. A demonstration cultural burn

on private property will showcase fire management practices in action. The Nelligen district was ravaged by the 2019-2020 bushfires,

with significant environment and economic loss. 

The initiative supports recovery by clarifying the role of the RFS and its defensive fire management practices, and the environmental and

productivity benefits of indigenous fire management. It aims to promote respect and learning between cultures, and support

community awareness of recovery services. Highways and Byways funding will cover an Elder presence and welcome to country fee,

transport costs, venue hire and catering and administration. 



30. Monitor Nest Boxes in Fire Area
Cardinia Environment Coalition Inc
Bunyip State Park, Victoria
$1,300 

Cardinia Environment Coalition will implement a project to monitor and capture data to

reflect the use of nesting boxes installed for wildlife in the Bunyip State Park following the

2019 bushfires. These fires destroyed large tracts of the Park and burned property and

farms across four towns south of it. As a result, there was significant loss of habitat for

native wildlife. The local Men’s Shed and schools have constructed 500 nesting boxes for 8

different animal species . 

Often once installed, there is little follow-up research on the use and benefits of nesting

boxes by local wildlife. This project will report on whether usage was by target species,

other indigenous species, feral species, or nothing at all. Resulting data and analysis will

assist with similar future post-fire nest box projects. It is anticipated that data will be

collected over a four-to-five-year period, while the boxes remain viable. Highways and

Byways will fund a pole camera.  

31. Community Landcare Regeneration  
Bass Coast Landcare Network  
Bass, Victoria
$1,350 

Bass Coast Landcare Network will bring together residents and farmers of the waterline

towns of Westernport Bay to build skills in and share information on regeneration of

natural bush and regenerative agriculture. In Bass Coast, less than 15% of native

vegetation remains, as large areas were cleared for settlement and for timber from the

mid 1800's onwards. A workshop will focus on regeneration of landscapes and

regenerative agriculture techniques, using the River Garden Community and Trials

growing space at Bass to showcase practices and outcomes in situ. A tour of Grantville

Nature Reserve will demonstrate natural regeneration in practice following the 2019

bushfires. 

It is anticipated that the project will provide knowledge and skills that will ultimately

lead to new projects to improve the local landscapes and increased adoption of

regenerative agriculture practices across local farms. Funding from Highways and

Byways will be used for guest speakers, transport and catering.

32. Little Sprouts - Healing Our Earth Workshops
Food Is Free Inc
Ballarat, Victoria 
$1,545

This initiative will deliver a fully immersive workshop for pre-schoolers (aged 3 – 6 years) from low socio-economic backgrounds, and their

parents/carers, at the Food Is Free Green Space in Ballarat, Victoria. It will provide a hands-on experience that focuses on low-cost food

production, growing food from kitchen scraps and composting/worm farming benefits. It will be age appropriate, involving songs and

games to encourage the children to learn about biodiversity, while also teaching them about aspects of social responsibility, such as

sharing and showing respect for the environment. The event will occur in August 2021. Funding from Highways and Byways will cover

project management, training and catering costs.  

VICTORIA
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33. Beekeeping and Bee Education at Okines
Okines Community House
Dodges Ferry, Tasmania 
$2,250 

Okines Community House will provide education and training for community members wanting to learn more about beekeeping.

Honeybees are confronting a range of environmental challenges which threaten their ongoing viability, including fire, drought, pesticide

use, agriculture monocultures, loss of plant diversity, and misunderstanding from the public. 

Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute towards the cost of a series of beekeeping workshops in the early spring of 2021.

Sessions will provide participants with mentoring offered by experienced beekeepers to encourage more people, especially younger

persons, to take up beekeeping, which may ultimately lead to greater pollination of fruits and vegetables in the region. 

34. Boxing Plant Food
King Island Community Garden
Currie, King Island
$2,100 

King Island Community Garden will replace its decaying compost bins and enhance the size of its compost production. The garden’s

coastal proximity means garden beds are on sandy soil. Compost is needed to break down the sand and add nutrients to the ground to

encourage healthy production and encourage land health. Creating compost is an economical way to nourish the garden and produce

healthy food. It can also be done in a social way with all participants adding organic matter to the mix. 

The role of the Community Garden as a social hub that brings people together has been significantly heightened in the wake of the Covid-

19 lockdowns. Funding from Highways and Byways will cover the cost of materials and labour to construct several new compost beds.

Education workshops will also be held on how to produce healthy, ecologically friendly compost.  

TASMANIA
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36. Growing Acacias in the Semi-Arid Zone of South
Australia
Mid Murray Landcare South Australia 
Cambrai and Sandleton, SA
$1,200 

Mid Murray Landcare in South Australia will educate farmers and land managers in

the Cambrai and Sandleton districts on the benefits and potential of Acacias as an

alternative farming method. Many properties in this region are cropped and over

grazed regularly and many are experiencing environmental distress and erosion.  A

workshop and field trip presentation will provide knowledge on growing Acacias,

markets for Acacia seed, commercial production, seed orchard establishment,

fodder potential and shelter belts for improved livestock health and care. Long

term, it is hoped that there is a reduction in annual cropping and the

establishment of native perennial Acacias, reduced soil erosion, improved fauna

diversity and habitat and an improvement in farmers social and economic health.

Funding from Highways and Byways will contribute to the cost of guest speakers,

catering and native plants. 
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35. Coober Pedy Wellbeing Labyrinth
District Council of Coober Pedy Partnership Group
Coober Pedy, SA
$1,000

The Seven Seed Pattern Labyrinth in Coober Pedy will create a safe, in nature,

walking, meditative-healing labyrinth for the whole community and its visitors. It

will be located on a public recreation area, adjacent to parkland and wetland. The

labyrinth aims to build community connectedness and resilience and support

physical, social, mental wellbeing, in a region where a significant proportion of the

community work underground in mines. Highways and Byways funding will cover

the cost of transporting materials, signage, and incidentals to facilitate completion

of the project.

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

37. Regeneration of Roadside Verge
Corny Point Progress Association Inc
Corny Point, SA
$860 

Corny Point Progress Association will rehabilitate and revegetate a prominent roadside verge to boost community pride in Corny Point,

South Australia. The 2km of roadside is overrun with non-indigenous plants and attracts considerable criticism for being overgrown and

unattractive. The Yorke Peninsula Council will clear the roadside verge, and local volunteers will propagate and replant the land with

flowering shrubs indigenous to the area. Funding from Highways and Byways will be used to purchase propagation materials, including

tree guards, stakes, tubing and mulch.

38. Purchase of Replacement Gardening Tools  
Walker Flat & Districts Progress Association
Walker Flats, SA
$998 

Walker Flat and District Progress Association will purchase a pole saw and brush cutter to replace its worn-out equipment to enable its

revegetation projects to continue. For 25 years the Association, which works in partnership with Mid Murray Landcare SA, Trees for Life and

Mid Murray Council has actively vegetated and maintained reserves and roadside in the Walker Flats and Wongulla districts of South

Australia. It grows native seedlings from local seedstock and is replacing plants impacted by the drought to restore the environment and

provide a habitat for wildlife. 
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39. Grassland & Habitat Restoration at Saint Benedicts Cemetery
Gawler Environment and Heritage Association Inc
Pinkerton Plains, SA
$2,300

Gawler Environment and Heritage Association Inc will revegetate the St Benedict Cemetery and nearby road verges in Pinkerton Plains in

South Australia. This region, and the Cemetery site were extensively impacted by the 2015 Pinery fire, which resulted in injuries and the loss

of human life, livestock, property and flora and fauna. The Cemetery contains around 600 burials and is visited by many hundreds of people

each year. The site will be replanted with 300 tube stock (around 40 species) of native grassland and understory species. 

The project will promote the use of local native vegetation in providing amenity and fauna habitat. It will also provide a positive healing

focus for the local community and a more attractive space for those visiting the site for remembrance and reflection. Funding from

Highways and Byways will be used to purchase seed, plant stock and guards. 

WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
40. Ludlow Tuart Forest Rehabilitation Project  
Busselton Dunsborough Environment Centre Inc
Busselton, WA 
$2,500 

Busselton-Dunsborough Environment Centre Inc will facilitate a community

planting day in July 2021 to carry out bushland rehabilitation works within

degraded areas of the Ludlow Tuart Forest in south-west Western Australia. The

project site is situated in one of the world’s 34 International Biodiversity

Hotspots, which is significant to the Noongar people of the region and is

adjacent to the internationally significant Vasse-Wonnerup Wetlands. Weed

management and 750 native seedlings will improve the diversity and

connectivity of native vegetation and habitat for wildlife, and education will raise

awareness of the local environment and motivate participants to take part in

future conservation efforts. 

The planting day will be socially inclusive, tailored for people of all ages and

from all walks of life, including those with disabilities. Funding from Highways

and Byways will be used for site preparation works and toilet hire. 

41. Low and Local
Shire of York
York, WA
$500 

This project is an initiative of the Shire and community of York in Western Australia

that will involve replanting the roadsides of York-Spencer Brook Road with low and

local vegetation to promote community pride in the local landscape. The endemic

species within the region has been extensively cleared for farming. While there are

still several remnant larger trees in the area identified for revegetation, the

understory and small shrubs are missing.  Highways and Byways funding will

contribute towards the cost of purchasing plants. 



42. Noongar-led Workshop - Kaarl Ngara: Cultural Burning Noongar Way
Gondwana Link Inc
Albany, WA
$3,000 

Gondwana Link Inc will deliver an initiative focussed on the cultural, ecological and asset protection role of cultural fire management

practices in central Gondwana Link landscapes in Western Australia. A workshop for land managers and trainees will be held on country at

the Nowanup and Chester properties to study and discuss fire management. It will be led by Noongar Elder Eugene Eades and supported

by Friends of Nowanup co-coordinator and landscape ecologist Rodney Safstrom. If weather conditions permit, a small burn will occur. 

A report will be published following the workshop that documents its process and outcomes. It is anticipated the findings will lead to

Noongar leadership and wisdom in ecological fire management being better recognised and appreciated by local communities,

government and not for profit organisations.

The project comes at a time when decreasing rainfall and extended drought has stressed natural ecosystems and revegetation plantings to

the point where ecological shifts are occurring, with some species, particularly Banksias, significantly impacted. Funding from Highways and

Byways will cover facilitator costs, fuel, catering and camp fees. 
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43. Boyup Brook Billabong Restoration Project
Blackwood Basin Group
Boyup Brook, WA
$1,000 

This project will rehabilitate the Boyup Brook Billabong and educate the community on land management and indigenous culture. The

Billabong is part of a vulnerable river ecosystem in south-west Western Australia that provides a habitat for threatened species, including

black cockatoos, woylies and numbats. It also has spiritual significance to the Nyunga people. Insufficient funding and persistent drought

have left the Billabong in need of maintenance and revegetation. 

Volunteer-led working bees will undertake weed control, nest box construction, trail maintenance and address site access issues.

Community education sessions will focus on fauna and flora identification, site history and indigenous values, and environmental

monitoring. It is anticipated that the knowledge imparted at these sessions will equip participants with the skills required to undertake the

work safely and have application to land management activities across the region more broadly. Funding from Highways and Byways will

cover project administration, protective equipment, equipment maintenance and travel costs. 


