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We acknowledge that we inhabit an ancient Land.
We acknowledge and honor the original peoples,
who live in distinct aboriginal nations
as they treasure and care for this Land.
We commit ourselves to ongoing reconciliation
and our own growth in understanding.

Members of the Dusty Feet Mob, an Aboriginal dance group from Port Augusta, SA. See page 10

Front Cover Image; Free2b Girls Group, St. Marys, Tasmania see page 13
Highways and Byways – A Community of Service Continues in the spirit and Mission of
the Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis

HIGHWWAYS AND BYWAYS – A COMMUNITY OF SERVICE
continues the work of the Missionary Sisters of Service reaching out in
hope and love to people socially
and geographically isolated,
strengthening community relationships and networks,
developing leadership,
and empowering people to meet the challenges that confront them.
Highways and Byways continues the work of the John Wallis
Foundation, named in honour of Fr. John Wallis,
a Catholic priest who lived and worked in Tasmania, and founded
the Missionary Sisters of Service in 1944.

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service
PO Box 2075 Rangeview
VIC 3132
P: 03 9873 5520
www.highwaysandbyways.org.au

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service continues in the spirit and Mission of
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GOVERNANCE – OUR BOARD
Director - Finance and Administration Committee, Policy Committee
Joan is a former CEO of Catholic Homes and has extensive governance, management
and administrative experience in the not-for-profit sector in the fields of health and
community services. Joan retired from the Board in December 2018.

Joan Donoghue
Chairperson
Director – Chair Communications and Fundraising Committee
Martin has a wealth of business experience implementing solutions for national and
global clients. His roles include senior client relationships, contract negotiation,
business development and technology innovation and implementation.

Martin Allen
Director – Finance and Administration Committee, Communications and Fundraising
Committee
Jeff is a qualified Company Director with extensive experience in government
board roles. He has a background in public sector leadership, organization
governance and risk management.

Jeff Byrne
Director – Chair Projects Committee,
Amanda has worked across community engagement initiatives for a number of years,
and is highly experienced in community liaison and community building.
Amanda resigned from the Board in July 2018 to take up a position as Project Officer with
Highways and Byways – A Community of Service in August 2018.

Amanda Freeman
Director – Communications and Fundraising Committee
Corrie believes each opportunity during her time as an MSS has opened the door to
another rich life experience. These experiences includes pastoral and leadership
formation, adult education, human and spiritual development and building interfaith
relationships and understanding.

Corrie van den Bosch
MSS
Director
Cath is an experienced not-for-profit executive and qualified company
director. She loves the Sisters’ missionary dynamism and believes in the potential of
Highways and Byways – A Community of Service to inspire people to keep reaching
out to one another.
Cath resigned from the Board in December 2018.

Cath Garner
Highways and Byways – A Community of Service Continues in the spirit and Mission of
the Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis
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GOVERNANCE – OUR BOARD

Director – Acting Chair from 1st January 2019, Finance and Administration
Committee, Projects Committee

Bernadette Madden
MSS

Bernadette has worked as a social worker and teacher across Australia. She has
worked in indigenous communities in various rural regions and in community
services organisations assisting vulnerable families.

Director – Treasurer, Finance and Administration Committee
Brian has more than 40 years operational and executive experience covering
human resources management, organisation development, and superannuation
administration in the mining and finance industries.
His qualifications and interests also extend to investment, climate change,
hydrology and ecosystems.

Brian Lennon

Director – Projects Committee
Bernadette is currently on the MSS Stewardship Council. Bernadette has
extensive experience in community engagement initiatives, leadership
development, advocacy, pastoral care and counselling, as well as project
management.
Bernadette Wallis
MSS

Missionary Sisters of Service
Congregational Leader
Stancea is a member of the MSS Stewardship Council and is currently the
Congregational Leader of the Missionary Sisters of Service.
She has worked amongst people from many different cultures and
backgrounds in urban, rural and outback regions of Australia, as well as periods
in other countries. Her work has included pastoral work, leadership formation,
human rights advocacy, asylum seeker communities, and working towards the
elimination of human trafficking.

Stancea Vichie MSS

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service Continues in the spirit and Mission of
the Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis
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FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON
BERNADETTE MADDEN
“In 2019, the establishment of Highways and Byways – A Community of Service marks
another significant dynamic adaption by us as Missionary Sisters of Service – allowing
greater opportunities for an expansion of the mission beyond the life of the present MSS
community of women, and for the development of partnerships into the future.”
Welcome to our first Annual Report of Highways
and Byways - a Community of Service. During 2019
Highways and Byways has been taking on the
works of the John Wallis Foundation, which the
Missionary Sisters of Service (MSS) established in
2010 to continue our vision and mission. It was
named after the founder of our congregation, Fr
John Wallis.
During this year two significant milestones have
been reached. The first is that 2019 marked the 75th
anniversary for our Congregation as we
remembered with gratitude the four women who
came together in Launceston to begin the mission
which was envisaged by Fr John Wallis.
It has been a year of celebration, bookended by
two pilgrimages in Tasmania, to visit places of
significance to the MSS story, the first held in late
November 2018, and one to be held on Bruny
Island in November 2019.
The mission of the original four women was to go
into the highways and byways of rural and remote
Tasmania and to be with the people in their
ordinary everyday lives and struggles. Over the
decades the community of women grew and
expanded into other parts of Australia. As MSS we
have worked in the most remote parts of Australia
as well as urban areas.
Local towns and
communities across vast areas have welcomed us
into their lives. Our ministries have been wide and
far reaching and we continue to adapt and read
the signs of the times in today’s world.
Now, in 2019, the establishment of Highways and
Byways marks another significant dynamic
adaption by us as Missionary Sisters of Service –
allowing greater opportunities for an expansion of
the mission beyond the life of the present MSS
community of women, and for the development of
partnerships into the future.

The smooth establishment and transition to
Highways and Byways was greatly supported and
enabled by our former chair of the John Wallis
Foundation Board, Joan Donoghue. Joan was the
Chairperson of the JWF Board for the past five
years.
In December 2018 we bid our farewells to Joan,
and we thanked her for her years of dedicated
service and her talents. The JWF Board thrived
under Joan’s guidance in governance, structure,
process and vision.
During 2018 we also said farewell to two other JWF
Board members. Amanda Freeman was an
inaugural member of the John Wallis Foundation
Board in 2010. Among Amanda’s great gifts to the
Board were her experience and groundedness in
community and her capacity to marshal networks
of support in all directions. Amanda embodied the
MSS spirit in all her Board contributions. We are
delighted that Amanda has taken up a part-time
Project Officer position with Highways and Byways.
Our third farewell was to Cath Garner who joined
the Board in 2017. Through her many year’s
experience as a not-for-profit executive, Cath was
a valued contributor to the Board’s work on mission
development, expansion and leadership. We thank
Cath for her service and contributions.
Finally, my sincere thanks to the Directors, the
Missionary Sisters of Service, our Executive Officer
and all staff for all your work and especially for the
integral part you have all played in our important
transition to Highways and Byways – A Community
of Service.
Bernadette Madden mss
Acting Chairperson

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service continues in the spirit and Mission of
the Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis

4

FROM OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER
LIZ McALOON

What a year of growth and expansion it has been for
Highways and Byways – A Community of Service.
We were delighted to welcome aboard Amanda
Freeman as a part time Events Project Officer with
Highways and Byways and the Missionary Sisters of
Service in August 2018. Amanda resigned as an
inaugural member of the John Wallis Foundation
Board to take up this position. She hit the ground
running and organized our first ever High Tea
fundraiser in November, featuring the former First
Lady of Timor Leste Kirsty Sword Gusmão as our guest
speaker.
Kirsty
was
interviewed
by
MSS
Congregational Leader Stancea Vichie in a most
engrossing Q & A session. Stay tuned for another High
Tea in 2020. Amanda has been busy organising MSS
celebratory events and providing grants program
support.
This year, to mark the 75th year of the Missionary
Sisters of Service, we decided to focus our 2019 Small
Grants program in areas where the MSS have lived
and worked at some stage since 1944. As in other
years, with the generous support of our donors,
Highways and Byways funded 26 projects to a total
amount of $60,530.
The funded projects were across four states – thirteen
in Tasmania, five in New South Wales, five in South
Australia and three in Queensland. We are delighted
that thirteen projects will be benefitting communities
in Tasmania, where it all began for the MSS, and
where all the Sisters have lived and worked at some
point in their lives.

Longford is a very different place these days. In early
November each year seasonal workers from Timor
Leste, Tonga and Vanuatu arrive in Longford to take
up work on the Longford District Berry Farms until May
the following year. The Kings Meadow Catholic Parish
community members became aware of the workers
isolation and lack of involvement in any community
life. They decided to do something about it. Their
successful initiative is to provide genuine community
inclusion – making social opportunities for the workers
to meet local families and to develop and nurture
one-on-one friendships. In many ways this echoes the
actions of the MSS Sisters all those years ago in the
same region – reaching out and supporting those
who are isolated, marginalized and struggling.
In keeping our focus on areas where the MSS have
lived and worked over the last 75 years, we are keen
to support rural communities in the southern parts of
Queensland, many of whom are living with the stark
reality of ongoing droughts and its compounding
impacts on families, towns and regions. Working with
local community members, the
early stages of
planning a unique grass roots program in Roma are
well underway. We hope to be able to launch this in
2020.
Thank you to all who make our work possible – the
community of the Missionary Sisters of Service who
continue to shape and form our direction with such
dedication and extraordinary vision, our Highways
and Byways branches, community volunteers, donors,
grant recipients and their communities, and our
wonderful Board and staff of Highways and Byways
– A Community of Service.

One of those communities to benefit is Longford in
the northern midlands of Tasmania. It was at Longford
that the Missionary Sisters of Service had their first
Mission House. For many years, Sisters travelled out to
remote areas from this base to reach out to
geographically isolated families and communities.

Liz McAloon,
Executive Officer

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service Continues in the spirit and Mission of
the Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis
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OUR EVENTS
Hobart John Wallis
Memorial Lecture
In September 2018 The Hobart Branch of the John Wallis
Foundation hosted their annual John Wallis Memorial lecture,
with renowned author, reviewer and teacher Michael McGirr
as their guest speaker .
Michael delivered a stimulating and inspiring address on God,
Family and Other Home Truths. In a litany of anecdotes, Michael
gave insights into his own faith journey as seen through the lens
of family and his interactions with the wider community.
Michael also gave insights into life with teenagers in a highly
socially connected world and the pressures that brings.
Sr Carmel Hall mss with Michael
McGirr at the 2018 Hobart John
Wallis Memorial Lecture

High Tea Fundraiser
In November 2018 we held our first ever High
Tea Fundraiser. We were very fortunate to
have Kirsty Sword Gusmão, former first lady
of East Timor as our guest speaker.
Kirsty was interviewed during the afternoon
by Stancea Vichie mss, who has spent some
time in East Timor. It was a wonderful
afternoon and guests were absorbed as
Kirsty shared some of the early challenges
she faced in East Timor as she took up the
struggle of the East Timorese people for
independence.

Above: Kirsty Sword Gusmão and Stancea Vichie MSS

Kirsty also spoke of the Alola Foundation
which she established in 2001 to advocate
for the rights of women and girls in TimorLeste and which now has more than 100
East Timorese staff.
We were especially thankful to Amanda
Freeman and her extended family who
were responsible for our beautiful venue at
no cost, and the wonderful catering and
service throughout the afternoon. Amanda
also sourced many beautiful items which
were auctioned or raffled off during the
afternoon.
Above: Amanda Freeman of Highways and Byways
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Keeping in touch with Communities
We have been out and about visiting the 2019
grants over the last few months. Having granted
funds to projects in areas where the MSS live or
have lived and worked has made it possible to
visit nine of the funded projects for 2019. This has
given us great insights into the organisations and
the impressive work they do on often very limited
budgets.

Amanda and Lorraine then travelled to Bridgewater
and met with Centacare staff involved in “Build Up
Tassie – an Evolve Housing project” which received
$2,600 from Highways and Byways (see page 15)

Three of the MSS Sisters, Corrie Van den Bosch mss
who is on the Board of Highways and Byways,
Lorraine Groves mss and Kath Clune mss visited
the Clarendon Vale Neighbourhood Centre, in
Hobart and met with program co-Ordinator Liz
Selkirk. Highways and Byways made a grant of
$1,000 for a “Sewing and Yarn Craft for Beginners”
Program. (see page 12)

As well as our visits we asked our funded
organisations to provide project updates for inclusion
in our Annual Report. In response to our request to
the Thallon Community Garden project, Leanne
Brosnan of the Thallon Progress Association sent us
the image below, Thallon is a small town in south
west Queensland of approximately 250 people.
Leanne explained that sadly they had not been able
to commence their project yet due to the severity of
the drought.

Amanda Freeman, Project Officer with Highways
and Byways, and Lorraine Groves mss also spent a
day meeting with grantees in Tasmania. They
travelled to Dodges Ferry in the south eastern
area of Tasmania to the Okines Community
House who received $3,000 for a ”Re-loved
Sewing Sessions” program, and met with Program
Co-Ordinator Natalie Siggins and volunteer Nell.
(see page 14) They also met with Amity Dean
who is the Program Co-Ordinator for “Bridge 54 –
Stepping Stones to Life’s Goals” which received a
grant of $3,000 (see page 14 )

Stancea Vichie mss, Bernadette Wallis mss and Liz
McAloon also visited two projects in Toowoomba
and four in South Australia.

The beautiful painted silos of Thallon, pictured below,
shrouded in dust, are a stark depiction of the
ongoing devastating impact of the drought across
so much of Australia. This is the reality many rural
Australians are facing daily with intensifying drought
conditions, especially in the northern half of the
Murray-Darling Basin. We are committed to
continuing to help struggling communities such as
Thallon as much as we can.
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OUR 2019 GRANTS
BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES
Each year we identify an area of
disadvantage, particularly in rural Australia,
where small communities can make a big
difference.
In 2019 the grants focus is on women
addressing disadvantage through the sharing
of skills across generations.
We are delighted to be able to support 26
projects across Tasmania, South Australia,
Queensland and New South Wales in areas
where the Missionary Sisters of Service live or
have lived and worked over the past 75 years.
Thanks to the generosity of our supporters
across Australia we were able to disburse
funds totalling $60,530.

PROJECTS FUNDED NSW
Western Plains and Mitchell Small Schools
Super Camp.

Girilambone Public School NSW $3,000
Funds supported the transport costs of a camp for
small rural schools. All the students live in remote
isolated communities in western NSW effected by
drought conditions. Many identify as Aboriginal and
all are from schools with less than four students in
any year level.
This camp has been going for a number of years.
Schools benefitting are in remote Western NSW
experiencing the ongoing effects of drought.
Children as young as five are experiencing mental
health issues relating to the severe drought that has
gripped the region, and families are unable to
participate in leisure activities due to feeding,
carting water and financial concerns. 131 students
from 11 different communities travelled up to 450
km to attend.

NSW $3,000

Peak Hill Sisterhood

Peak Hill NSW, $2,000

Peak Hill is a small community in western NSW with a
population of approximately 1,000. Residents often
have to travel to larger towns in the council area for
services, especially social services and are generally
quite isolated, with little cross generational contact.

This project will reach out to all ages of women in
the area.
A series of four “Sisterhood” evenings will be held to
increase knowledge and networks, and to build
capacity and confidence especially amongst the
younger women. The evenings will include music,
food and guest speakers. Funds will be used to
cover catering, hire of musicians and gift bags.

NSW $2,000

Girls BREW (Belonging, Resilience,
Empowerment, Well-Being)

PCYC Walgett NSW, $3,000
A program to equip young Aboriginal women with
coping strategies for many of life’s situations, using
culturally appropriate approaches together with the
support of service providers in the region.
Walgett is a remote area of NSW with a relatively
high population of Aboriginal residents, limited
employment prospects and generational welfare
dependency. This program aims to be a circuit
breaker.
The program will encompass storytelling, songs and
circle work, using both traditional and modern-day
concepts. Elders and adult women will mentor the
young girls. Funds will contribute to transport,
catering and resources.

NSW $3,000
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PROJECTS FUNDED NSW cont’d
Participants in the Western Plains and
Small Schools Super Camp NSW p. 8

Cooking Around the World Western
Plains Regional Development Inc.
Condobolin, NSW.
In partnership with a local primary school, this
project is a cooking program provided by
members of the community from diverse
cultures for students who are disadvantaged in
the Condobolin region. The program’s aims are
two-fold: (1) To increase the students
understanding of diverse cultures and to gain
some skills and appreciation for the food and
culture of people within their region. (2) To give
the women in the community who are from
diverse cultures a greater sense of belonging
and contribution. Funds will contribute to
ingredients and a recipe book.

NSW $1,680
Writing Our Way Home; Beyond Barbed
Wire

PROJECTS FUNDED SA
Yoga – Bringing Women Together

Port Neill Progress Assoc. SA.
Pt. Neill is a small community of less than 200
people which is suffering the long-term impacts of
on-going drought in the region.
The Port Neill Progress Association wish to give
residents strategies to manage stress and anxiety
and to build resilience. A 10-week Yoga Program
for women across all generations will be provided
in a local community hall with creche.
Funds will be used for instructors, childcare
providers and catering.
SA $2,000

Barnados Australia and The Write Road.
Project based in Wellington region NSW,
A writing retreat for mothers recently released
from prison. These women face a multiplicity of
challenges, including social isolation, stigma
and discrimination, lack of employment
opportunities, financial stress, depression,
anxiety and stress, rebuilding relationships with
their children, families and communities, and
establishing new pathways forward for their
lives.
The weekend offers time out to write, reflect,
be challenged, connect with other women in
similar
situations,
build
courage
and
confidence, rest and reset priorities.
NSW $2,000

Blue/Pink Bags for Prisoners

Diocese of Port Pirie – Prison Ministry, SA.
This project aims to provide a bag of toiletries,
phone card and supermarket vouchers to people
leaving prison in the Port Pirie Diocese. Volunteers
put the bags together, and Parishes contribute to
the cost and the assembly of items. The volunteers
aim to put together 100 bags in 2019.
SA $2,000

Participants in the Bringing Women Together
Yoga Program, see opposite
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PROJECTS FUNDED SA cont’d
Building Strong Young Women
Community to have a VOICE
Dusty Feet Mob Dance Group

Maria Anderson and three of her grandchildren
who are members of the Dusty Feet Mob

Women Finding a space to HEAL

Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Congress
Christian Church, Port Augusta, SA. $2,000
A series of yarning circles, and art and healing
workshops to bring Aboriginal women together
in a positive environment. Many Aboriginal
women in the Port Augusta region experience
difficult times through community dysfunction,
violence and the effects of alcohol and drug
use amongst the community. The project aims to
build women’s relationships with each other,
pass on knowledge between generations, share
women’s business and provide women with a
safe place where their voices are heard and
respected.
SA $2,000

in

our

Port Augusta, SA
Dusty Feet Mob is an Aboriginal dance group
from Port Augusta, South Australia aged
between six and thirty-one years that exists to
nurture strength, confidence and dignity
amongst Aboriginal people. A further aim is to
ensure the story of the stolen generations is not
forgotten for both current and future
generations.
This is a program to address high rates of
Aboriginal suicides - for female Aboriginal
adolescents from the Port Augusta region.
Ten art and writing workshops will be held over
ten weeks in a culturally relevant and safe
environment. There will also be a retreat for 5 –
10 members of the Dusty Feet Mob and their
mothers to build better relationships across
generations and help the girls stand proud.
Funds will be used to assist in fuel costs, catering,
resources for sessions, and a final celebration
event.
SA $3,000

Good Sam Inn

Catholic Parish of Whyalla, SA
Funds were used to purchase an additional
fridge and replacement of a BBQ grill for a free
meal program run by volunteers of the Catholic
Parish of Whyalla and other community
members.
The Good Sam Inn provides a free, two course
evening meal to anyone who needs it every
Monday. Seven teams of volunteers take turns
to cook, prepare and serve food, chat to guests
and clean up afterwards. Most of the food is
donated. The project is located in the former
Good Samaritan Convent, Whyalla. The
numbers continue to rise, with 10 – 20 at
commencement of the program and now
regularly hosting 50 – 60 people each week, the
highest so far being 78.
SA $1,200

Sr Cheryle Thomson mss, Pastoral Associate at the
Catholic Parish of Whyalla and member of one of the
wonderful cooking teams at Good Sam Inn
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PROJECTS FUNDED QLD
ACRATH Toowoomba
Marriage Project

Community

Forced

Toowoomba, QLD.
A program to raise awareness of forced marriage in
the migrant and refugee communities of
Toowoomba. This practice is illegal and can
manifest in ‘slave-like’ practices that often include
severe forms of abuse and violence, potentially
putting girls and women at risk.

Above: Local ACRATH member Sr Deirdre
Gardiner rsm (seated) with Stancea Vichie mss
and Liz McAloon in Toowoomba

The focus of the project will be on identifying and
using strategies to assist the women (mothers and
grandmothers) and young girls impacted by this
familial tradition. The program will engage local
community member Sr Deirdre Gardiner who has
good links in the relevant communities – a series of
dialogue and learning sessions will be held during
2019.
QLD $1,500

SYCHAR Spiritual Library Set Up
Diocese of Toowoomba, QLD.

Funds were sought to purchase computer software
and a printer to facilitate the administration of the
SYCHAR Spiritual Library, based in Toowoomba. An
online catalogue is being developed so that
resources can be made available to all within the
Toowoomba Diocese including those in remote
areas. This project has a strong connection to
earlier times of the Missionary Sisters of Service
managing Spiritual Bookshops in various parts of
Australia.
QLD $928
Right: SYCHAR House of Prayer and Spirituality‘s Sr
Elaine Morzone mfic with a prototype of the Mobile
Libraries which will be available in rural and remote
parts of Queensland through the local Parishes.

Growing Together – Thallon Community Garden
Thallon Progress Association Inc, Thallon, QLD $3,000

“Growing Together” aims to establish a community garden in Thallon that is tended by the students of Thallon
State School with the assistance of older members of the Thallon Community – including members of the QCWA
Branch. The Balonne Shire has been 100% drought declared since 2013. This has meant that many people on
farms in the district have had to watch their vegetable gardens die.
The poor-quality bore water of the town has also precluded town residents from having their own vegie patch.
The school has access to river water and the combined benefits for school and community will be fresh produce
for the community to share and a general boost in community morale. Volunteer labour co-ordinated by QCWA
Branch will install the raised garden beds and the green house. Funds will be used for materials, plants and some
garden equipment. The project will be managed by volunteers in partnership with the school.
QLD $3,000
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PROJECTS FUNDED TAS

Sewing and Yarn Crafts for Beginners.
Clarendon Vale Neighbourhood Centre, Hobart,

Above: Volunteers at
the Clarendon Vale Neighborhood Centre, TAS.

TAS.

Clarendon Vale is in the bottom 2% of suburbs
across Australia, according to the SEIFA index of
social disadvantage.
Managed by the local neighbourhood centre, this
project involves teaching of basic sewing and
knitting skills by an older generation to younger
members of the community – to develop new skills
and create a sense of capability and achievement.
The program will run over a 10-week period, aiming
to give the younger women skills to save money,
generate income and build local relationships. For
the older women it is an opportunity to engage in a
positive mentoring role. Funds will be used for
materials and resources.
TAS $1,000
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PROJECTS FUNDED TAS
Free2b Girls Group –
Neighbourhood House.,

The I Am Project.,

Circular Head Council, TAS.
The I Am Project aims to empower young women to
reach their full potential by assisting them to develop a
positive body image, increase confidence, resilience
and a strong sense of self.
A further aim is to help these young women connect
to an ongoing ‘sisterhood’ or support network in their
local region. Participants attend 10 workshops,
including sharing skills in art and culture, cooking and
event planning, a celebration of diverse bodies photo
shoot and fashion parade, as well as organising a
community event.
The Circular Head region has many isolated and
disadvantaged pockets and limited services.
Funds will contribute to event advertising, materials, art
therapy facilitator and venue hire for fashion parade.
TAS $2,400

Sewing

the

Seeds

Fingal, TAS
A weekly group for up to 20 at risk teenage girls. Run
by a pool of up to six women volunteers from the
local community, the program will be trialled over a
year to build and improve community, social and
educational engagement between teenage girls,
local women and the St. Mary’s community as a
whole.
St Mary’s is a geographically isolated and socially
disadvantaged area. There are limited opportunities
for intergenerational activities – girls experience
boredom and lack of inclusion in community life
other than sport. This is a region with high levels of
youth unemployment and disengagement, and a
higher than average suicide rate amongst young
people. Funds will be used to engage a program coordinator for 30 weeks.
TAS $3,000

Below: Free2b Girls participants – tie-dye workshop

13

PROJECTS FUNDED TAS cont’d

Above: Free2b Girls on a rural picnic, TAS

Free2b Time – Branching Out Project.

Kings Neighbourhood House St. Helens, TAS
Free2b Time- Branching Out project aims to enable opportunities for 10-15 teenage girls who have
been attending a St Helens Free2b girls’ group for the past 18 months to begin having interactions
within the Break O’Day community in the form of work experience, tutoring, excursions and mentoring.
The project will help provide a minimum of nine tailored, identified experiences to occur over a period
of nine months. Funding will provide an essential pool for the women leaders who currently work with
the girls voluntarily on a weekly basis.
This program is directly aiming to address mental health issues, whilst enriching the lives of both
generations, and giving the volunteer women some financial recompense after years of volunteering,
especially for travel costs over considerable distances.
TAS $3,000
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PROJECTS FUNDED TAS cont’d

Above: St Marys Free2b Girls Group preparing a picnic meal together,
St. Marys, TAS

Buttons and Bows.

New Mornings, Christian Volunteer Mental Health Support Service, Ulverstone, TAS
This program will be part of a larger family-focussed trauma recovery program for families affected by family
violence, child abuse and neglect who are living or attending school in West Ulverstone and surrounding areas
- northwest Tasmania. This is a highly disadvantaged area of Tasmania according to the Socio-Economic
Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) – with high levels of low income and unemployment, low educational attainment, and
jobs in relatively unskilled occupations.
A program of eight weekly after-school craft sessions will be held, to increase community capacity and
connections through the sharing of traditional crafts and life skills across three generations of women. The
project will address the four areas shown to increase resilience and personal capacity of young people –
secure family relationships, feeling accepted by peers, feeling connected at school and having an adult
outside the family to take a positive interest in them. Volunteer tutors will be engaged. Funds will contribute to
project co-ordinator salary, childcare staff and project supplies.
TAS $2,921.56
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PROJECTS FUNDED TAS cont’d
Re-loved Sewing Sessions

Okines Community House, Dodges Ferry TAS

Bridge 54 – Stepping Stones to life goals

Men’s Shed Nubeena (Tasman) White Beach, TAS

Dodges Ferry is a small coastal town in south-east
Tasmania. It has a population of approximately
2,500. This is a program to assist those with limited
or low incomes to develop sewing skills. Through a
series of six workshops with three tutors each,
women and girls will learn how to upcycle their
old worn items into new wearable pieces. These
workshops will give participants the potential to
update wardrobes, and to sell at local markets.
The project also aims to educate young women in
regard to the global footprint of “fast fashion” the exploitation of forced labour in many parts of
the world providing us with cheap clothing, where
we rarely consider the human cost. Funds will be
used for sewing supplies, an overlocker machine
and tutor fees.
TAS $3,000

A women-led group, in collaboration with services
focussing on supporting the challenging steps of life
and achieving better living outcomes for vulnerable
and isolated community members. This program wants
to directly address mental health issues in the
community through locally led activity. Too many
services drive in – deliver - and drive out with no follow
up, and no connection or authentic engagement with
local people.

Genuine Community and Parish inclusion of
Longford District Berry Farms’ Overseas
Workers
Kings Meadows Parish, Longford

Wise Women – Out and About Program

Members of the King Meadows Parish and the
local community of Longford are seeking to
provide support and hospitality to seasonal
workers from Timor Leste, Vanuatu and Tonga,
who comprise the Longford District Berry Farms
workforce from November to May each year. The
overseas workers work a six-day week, have
limited opportunity to engage in any community
life,
and
are
isolated
in
backpacker
accommodation on the farms where they work.
The Kings Meadow Parish will engage the workers
and their families in social and Parish activities,
including some of them in the church’s liturgical
services.

Four programs will be held through the year using the
Bridge 54 program – a stepping stone program to
achieve goals. Funds will be used for activity
equipment, materials, catering and Bridge 54 pre and
post program booklets.
TAS $3,000

Dorset Community Association, Scottsdale, TAS
A community outreach program led by two qualified
volunteer facilitators to connect with young women
and girls in an area with no specific youth services, and
where young people are disengaged and lacking
opportunities. The municipality hasn’t had a youth
worker since 2017. The programme aims to build
connections with at risk young girls and women, and to
create avenues in the local neighbourhood where
they can go for support and advice. Once a fortnight
facilitators will travel to alternate towns in the Dorset
Region. Funds will be used to contribute to fuel costs of
volunteers, catering and art supplies.
TAS $3,000

Funds will be used for 150 workers to enjoy picnic
meals, volunteer petrol costs and hire of porta loos
for community picnics.
TAS $2,950

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service Continues in the spirit and Mission of
the Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis

16

PROJECTS FUNDED TAS cont’d
Chefs at Home.

Build Up Tassie

A 40-week learn to cook program for disadvantaged
community members to educate families regards
nutritious foods, and to build work readiness skills.

A program for local young people at risk of long-term
unemployment to volunteer on a community building
initiative.

Brighton municipality has the highest level of socioeconomic disadvantage in Tasmania, including a high
number of community members on disability / sickness
support, long term unemployment, limited access to or
use of enabling technologies and low family wages
which impact food choices.

Build Up Tassie is a targeted employment and training
program for young people in the Bridgewater region.
This program will support a crew of local young people
to voluntarily develop and deliver a specific
community project related to enhancing pride in the
local community.
The young people will receive
specific mentoring and support from Build Up Tassie
and local volunteers with project management and
delivery skills. 10 – 12 young people will be engaged
aiming to develop employability skills, management
skills and general life capabilities.

Jordan River Service Inc. Bridgewater, TAS
$2,750

Community Project Centacare Evolve Housing,
Bridgewater TAS

The program will run during school terms and will be
open to community members to attend as many
sessions as they are able or want to. Participants will
complete an online Food Safety Training Certificate.
The aim is also to improve community connectedness.
Funds will cover ingredients for 40 weeks
contribute to the power costs of the centre.
TAS $2,750

and

Funds will be used for materials and resources for the
community project.
TAS $2,600

Women of the Huon

Share Food. Share Culture. Share Skills

Geeveston is a small town of around 700 people with a
higher than average population of Aboriginal people –
12.3 %. It is in an area of relative isolation with few
services and fluctuating economic conditions. The
town has been reliant on the timber industry and has
suffered severe economic downturns over the years
through the closure of timber mills.

This project will encourage community participation
and connectedness
through
cooking sessions
facilitated by local community members who originate
from different cultural backgrounds.

Geeveston Community Centre, Inc TAS

West Moonah Community House, TAS

West Moonah has a high migrant population who
already access the Community House for other
services.

This program will be managed by the local community
centre and will offer a series of creative workshops to
engage women of all ages. The major aim is to
increase the confidence of younger community
members in order to access the workforce. The Centre
wants to build relationships across the generations and
access the growing population of retired and older
women with skills and experience to pass onto younger
unemployed women. At present there is very little
opportunity for the generations to get to know each
other and network together. Funds will be used for
learning materials, travel costs and any training
expertise required.

The program aims to address social and economic
disadvantage by inviting those struggling in the
community with isolation, low self-esteem and
depressed circumstances to participate. The project
will incorporate principles developed by the Family
Food Patch and Move Well Eat Well programs. To date
community members from Sri Lankan, Spanish,
Mexican,
Australian
Aboriginal
and
Chinese
backgrounds have volunteered to be involved in the
program. Funds will be used for ingredients over the 16
sessions.

TAS $1,500

TAS $2,100

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service Continues in the spirit and Mission of the
Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis
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FROM OUR TREASURER BRIAN LENNON

During the financial year ending 30 June 2019,
Highways and Byways - A Community of Service
progressively became the new ongoing entity by which
the Missionary Sisters of Service carries out its charitable
projects and programs. It is a successor to the John
Wallis Foundation, which has carried out this work over
close to 10 years, reaching out to people “on the
margins” of society whose significant needs were not
being addressed through other channels. The new
entity provides a more efficient and flexible vehicle
under Australian taxation law for the continuation of
the charitable outreach of the Sisters.

financial year.

By the end of the financial year, some of the assets of
the John Wallis Foundation had been transferred to
Highways and Byways and most of the rest were ready
to transfer. It is expected that all will have been
transferred by the end of this calendar year. However,
the changes to the financial circumstances of
Highways and Byways, compared to those of its
predecessor Foundation go well beyond a simple
transfer of assets.

At the same time the initial costs of administration for
Highways and Byways will be affected by a
combination of its still relatively small scale, the initiation
of programs that require more intensive management,
and the large workload involved in assessing substantial
numbers of small grant applications and monitoring the
effectiveness of grants made.

In 2018-19, with some more to be provided in early
2019-20, the Missionary Sisters of Service Congregation
has added generously to the original funding provided
through the John Wallis Foundation, and so has given
Highways and Byways an enhanced investment pool to
contribute towards the meeting of administration costs.
Those costs of the new entity have been increased by
the changed modus operandi of the new entity vis a vis
the John Wallis Foundation. There are now staff
employed directly by Highways and Byways and
programs to be managed as well as grants. On the
other hand, Highways and Byways will be able to
directly provide the important feature of tax
deductibility for donors.
An income and expenditure statement is included here
for Highways and Byways for the 2018-19 financial year.
The substantial revenue shown includes the funds
provided by the MSS Congregation during the year.
Grants and staff expenses were the major outgoings.
Total equity of the Highways and Byways Foundation
was just over $700,000 at the end of the financial year.
When the end of year total equity of the John Wallis
Foundation is added to that of Highways and
Byways, there has been an increase in total equity of
over $750,000 over the year compared to the equity of
the John Wallis foundation at the end of the 2017-18

Clearly, Highways and Byways has started its life in a
good position, but there are no shortage of financial
and administrative challenges ahead. On the one
hand, there are always many causes competing for
available potential donations. Factors such as the
current sluggishness in Australian household spending
and the effects of a severe drought in many of the rural
and regional areas (in which the Foundation has some
of its best fundraising prospects) may make fundraising
more difficult.

There are measures that Highways and Byways can
take to meet these challenges, and these are being
canvassed in strategic planning work. Recruiting a
greater number of large donors (typically those with
their own charitable fund or sub-fund) and providing
them with the opportunity to choose which particular
charitable activities they will fund may help. Greater
use of appropriately skilled volunteers may help reduce
the cost of some administrative tasks. Receipt of
bequests would help greatly. However, to achieve our
goals and reach out effectively to meet more of the
many unmet needs that exist in the community there
will always be a great dependence on increasing the
number of small donors and on the continued
generosity of all of the supporters of Highways and
Byways and its predecessor foundation.

Brian Lennon,
Treasurer
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OUR OFFICE
STAFF

Liz McAloon
Executive Officer
Highways & Byways
(Part-time)

John Greaves
Finance Manager
MSS and JWF
(Part-Time)
Resigned April 2019

Jill Elliot
Finance Officer
MSS and H&B
(Part-time)

Amanda Freeman
Events Officer
MSS and H&B
(Part-time)

Paul Jackson
Finance Manager
MSS and H&B
(Part-Time)
Appointed April 2019

Andrea Butler
Administration Officer
MSS and H&B
(Part-time)
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OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

Let us encourage the generosity which is
typical of the young and help them to work
actively in a better world.
Youth do not need solely material things.
Above all, they need to have those nonmaterial values which are the spiritual heart
of a people….spirituality, generosity,
solidarity, perseverance, fraternity and joy.
Pope Francis

THANK YOU!
Everything we do is thanks to your generous support. We thank especially our
major donors who contribute significantly to the annual Small Grants Program,
Tobin Brothers Funerals for the printing of our Annual Report, and to all individual
community members, organisations, and congregational members who donate
regularly to create a more just, equal and humane world.

Tie-dye workshop for the Free 2b Girls program, Tasmania. See P 12
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Family members participating in the Yoga – Bringing Women Together Program
Port Neill South Australia (See P 9)

For more information about Highways and Byways – A Community of Service,
Bequests or to make a donation, please contact:
Liz McAloon, Executive Officer
HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS – A COMMUNITY OF SERVICE
PO Box 2075 Rangeview VIC 3132
Ph: 03 9873 5520
Fax: 03 9873 5457
E: info@highwaysandbywaysltd.org.au
www.highwaysandbyways.org.au

